everiche marine of 5 hem had borne awaie foche peces, 
as he might getten. And forfothe this forefaied woman 
bare fmale bokes in her right hande, and in her left 
hand lhe bare a fcepter. And when Hie fawe thefe Poeti- 
call mufes approchyng about my bed, and endityng 
wordes to my wepynges. Hie was a litle amoved, and 
glowed with cruell eyen. Who (kpS lhe) hath buffered 
approchen to this like manne thefe commen ftrompettes, 
ol which is the place that menne callen Theatre, the 
whiche onely ne affwagen not his forowes with remedies, 
but thei would feden and norifhe hym with fwete ve- 
nime? Forfothe, that ben tho that with thornes, and 
prickynges of talentes of affeccions, whiche that ben 
nothyng frudluous nor profitable, diftroien the Corne, 
plentuous of fry idles of refon. For thei holden hertes 
of men in ufage, but thei ne deliver no folke fro ma- 
ladie. But if ye mufes had withdrawen fro me with 
your flatteries any unconnyng and unprofitable manne, 
as ben wont to finde commenly emong the peple, 1 would 
well luffre the laffe grevoufly. For why, in foche an 
unprofitable man myne ententes were nothyng enda- 
maged. But ye withdrowen fro me this man, that hath 
ben nourilhed in my ftudies or fcoles of Eleaticis, and 
of Academicis in Grece. But goeth now rather awaie 
ye Mermajdens, whiche that ben fwete, till it be at the 
laft, and fuffreth this man to be cured and heled by 
my mufes, that is to fay, by my notefull fciences. And 
thus this companie of mufes lblamed caften wrothly the 
chere dounward to the yerth, and fliewing by redneffe 
ther lhame, thei paffeden forowfully the threfliolde. And 
I of whom the fight plounged in teres was darked, fo 
that I ne might not know what that woman was, of fo 
, Imperial audthoritie, I woxe all abalhed and Honied, and 
call my fight doiine to the yerth, and began Hill for to 
abide what lhe would doen afterward. Then came lhe 
nere, and fet her doune upon the utfereft corner of my 
bed, and lhe beholdyng my chere, that was. call to the 
yerth, hevie and grevous of wepyng, complained with 
thefe wordes (that 1 fliall faine) the perturbacion of my 
thought. 
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the hygher parte wher the letter T. was whycli' is vn- 
derftand fpeculacion or contemplacion. Neue^thelex rk e 
handes of fome vyolente perfones had cut the Eyde v 
tures and had taken awaye certayne pecis' thereof, fu c u 
as euery one collide catch. And fhe her felfe dydlbare 
in her ryght hand litel bokes, and in her lefte hande ‘a 
fcepter, which forefayd phylofophy (when lhe law tK e 
mufes poetycal prefent at my bed, fpekyng forrbivful 
wordes to my wepynges) beyng angry fayd (with 'terri- 
ble or frownynge countenaunce) who fuffred thefe crafty 
harlottes to com to thys fycke man ? whych can liefo 
hym by no means of hys griefe by any kind of 
cines, but rather increafe the fame with fwete goyfop. 
Thefe be they that doo dyftroye the fertile and ijien- 
tious commodytyes of reafon and the fruytes tliergf 
wyth their pryckynge thornes, or barren alfeclcs, aif'd 
accuftome or fubdue mens myndes with lickefies^' and 
heuyncs, and do not delyuer or heale them ol the) fame. 
But yf your flatterye had conueyed or wythdrawen f?6m 
me, any vnlernyd man as the comen forte of people 
are wonce to be, I coulde haue ben better contentyd, for 
in that my worke fhould not be hurt or hynderyck But 
you haue taken and conueyed from me thys man th'at 
hath ben broughte vp in the ftudyes of Anitocel and of 
Plato But yet get you hence maremaids (that feme fwete 
untyll you haue brought a man to deaihe) and buffer pie 
to heale thys my man wyth my mufes or ley epees that 
be holfome and good. And after that philolophy had 
fpoken thefe wordes the fayd companye of the mufys 
poeticall beynge rebukyd and fad, cafte down their 
countenaunce to the greunde, and by bluflyng confelfed 
their ihamfaftnes, and went out of the dores. But I 
(that had my fyght dull and blynd wyth wepyng^ fo 
that I knew not what woman this was hauyng loo great 
aucthoritie) was amafyd or affonyed, and lokyqg 
downeward, towarde the grounde, I began pryvyjve 
to look what thyng fhe would faye ferther, then Hie 
had faid. Then lhe approching and drawynge nere vhfo 
me, lat downe vpon the vttermoll part of my bed, 
and lokyng vpon my face fad with weping, and de- 
clynyd toward the earth for forow, bewayled the trou- 
ble of my minde wyth thefe fayinges folov/ynge. 
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The conclufions of the Astrolabie. 

This book (written to his fon in the year of our Lord 
I'Sgi, and in the 14 of King Richard II.) llandeth 
fo good at this day, efpecially for the horizon of Ox- 
ford, as in the opinion of the learned it cannot be 
amended, fays an Edit, of Chaucer. 

YTEL Lowys my fonne, I perceve well by cer- 
taine evidences thyne abylyte to lerne fcyences, 
touching nombres and proporcions, and alfo well con- 
fydre I thy befye prayer in efpecyal to lerne the tretyfe 
of the aftrolabye. Than for as moche as a philofopher 
faithe, he wrapeth hym in his frende, that condifcendeth 
to the ryghtfu 1 prayers of his frende : therfore I have 
given the a fufficient aftrolabye for oure orizont, com- 
powned after the latitude of Oxenforde : upon the 
whiche by mediacion of this lytell tretife, I purpofe to 
teche the a cerraine nombre of conclufions, pertainynge 
to this fame inftrument. I fay a certaine nombre of 
conclufions for thre caufes, the firft caufe is this. Trufie 
wel that al the conclufions that have be founden, or ells 
pofliblye might be founde in fo noble an inftrument as 
in the aftrolabye, ben unknowen perfitely to anye mor- 
tal man in this region, a-s I fuppole. Another caufe is 
this, that fothely in any cartes of the aftrolabye that I 
have yfene, ther ben fome conclufions, that wol not in al 
thinges perfourme ther behc-ftes : and fome of ’hem ben 
to harde to thy tender age of ten yere to conceve. This 
tretife divided in five partes, wil I fhewe the wondir light 
rules and naked wordes in Englilhe, for Latine ne canft 
thou natyet but fmale, my litel fonne. But neverthe- 
lefie fuffifeth to the thefe trewe conclufyons in Enghlhe, 
as well as fuffifeth to thefe noble clerkes grekes thefe 
fame conclufions in greke, and to the Arabines in Ara- 
bike, and to Jewes in Hebrewe, and to the Latin folke 
in Latyn : whiche Latyn folke had ’hem firfte out of 
other divers Engages, and write ’hem in ther owne 
tonge, that is to fame in Latine. 


And God wote that in all thefe languages and in 
mar.ye mo, have thefe conclufyons ben fufficientlye 
lerned and taught, and yet by divers rules, righc as di- 
vers pathes leden divers folke the right waye to Rome. 

Now wol I pray mekely every perfon difcrete that 
redeth or hereth this lityl tretife to have my rude en- 
tenting excufed, and my fuperfluite of wordes, for two 
caufes. The firft caufe is, lor that curious endityng 
and harde fentences is ful hevy at ones, for foch a childe 
to lerne. And the feconde caufe is this, that fothely 
me femeth better to writen unto a childe twife a gode 
fentence, than he foriete it ones. And, Lowis, if it be 
fo that I fhewe the in my lith Englilhe, as trew co'nclu- 
fions touching this mater, and not only as trewe but as 
many and fubtil conclufions as ben yfhewed in latin, in 
any comon tretife of the aftrolabye, conne me the more 
thanke, and praye God fave the kinge, that is lorde of 
this Engage, and all that him faith bereth, and obeieth 
everiche in his degree, the more and the laffe. But con- 
fydreth well, that I ne ufurpe not to have founden this 
werke of my labour or of myne engin. 1 n’ame but a 
leude compilatour of the laboure of olde aftrologiens, 
and have it tranflated in myn englilhe onely for thy dod* 
trine : and with this fwerde fhal I flene envy. 

The firft party. 

The firft partye of this tretife (hall reherce the figure^ 
and the membres of thyne aftrolaby, bycaule that th'ou 
fhalte have the greter knowinge of thine owne in- 
ftrument. 

The feconde party. 

The feconde partye fhal teche the to werken the very 
praflike ot the forefaid conclufions, as ferforthe and alio 
narowe as may be fhewed in fo fmale an inftrument por- 
tatife aboute. For wel wote every aftrologicn, that 
fmalleft fractions ne wol not be fhewed in fo fmal an in? 
ftrument, as in fubtil tables calculed for a caufe. \ 

The 
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The Prologue of the Testament of L O V E. 
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h 'sothelye "dulle witte and a tboughrfulle foule Tojfore 
have mined and araffed in my fpintes, that foche crate 
of enditinge wolfnat ben of m i„e acqu^ce ^ And 

hereYm the tee “pote,' and’ pCen there the fentence 
of thinoes fo that with iitel helpe it is able to fpnog, 
this ^boke' that nothynge hath of the grete flode of 
wvtte ne of femelyche colours, is dolven w.th rude 
worries and boiftous, and lb drawe togrSer to maken the 
catchers therof ben the more redy to hent ientence. _ 
Some men there ben, that painten with colours riche 
and fome with wers, as with red mice, and iome with 
coles and chalice : and yet is there gode matter to the 
ieude peple of thylke chalkye purtreyture, as hem 
thinketh For the time, and afterward the iygRt of the 
better colours yeven to ’hem more joye for the fn. 
leudeneffe. So fothly this leude dowdy occupacyon is 
not to prayfe, but by the leude, for comenly leude 
leudenelfe commendeth. Eke it Ihal yeve light that 
other precyous thynges fhall be the more in reverence. 
In Latin and French hath many foveraine wittes had 
arete delyte to endite, and have many noble thinges ful- 
filde, but certes there ben fome that fpeken ther poifye 
mater in Frenche, of whiche fpeche the Frenche men 
have as gode a lantafye as we have in heryng of Frenche 
mens Englifhe. And many termes there ben in En- 
glylhe, whiche unneth we Englifhe men connen declare 
the knowleginge 1 hovve lhouid than a Frenche man 
borne ? foche termes connejumpere in his matter, but 
as the jay chatereth Englifhe. Right fo truely the un- 
derftandyn of Englifhmen woll notftretche to the privie 
termes in Frenche, what fo ever we boften of ftraunge 
langage. Let than clerkes enditen in Latin, for they 
have the propertie of lcience, and the knowinge in that 
facultie : and lette Frenche men in ther Frenche alfo 
enditen ther queir.t termes, for it is kyndely to ther 
mouthes; and let us fhewe our fantafies in fuch wordes 
as we lerneden of our dame’s tonge. And although 
this boke be lytel thank worthy for the leudneffe in tra- 
vaile, yet foch writing exiten men to thilke thinges that 
ben neceffarie : for every man therby may as by a per- 
petual myrrour fene the vices or vertues of other, in 
whyche thynge lightly may be conceved toefehue perils, 
and neceffaries to catch, after as aventures have fallen 
to other peple or perfons. 

Certes the foverainft thinge of defire and moft cre- 
ture refonable, have or els fhuld have full appetite to 
ther perfeccyon : unrefonable beftes mowen not, fithe 
refon hath in ’hem no workinge : than refonable that 
wol not, is eomparifoned to unrefonable, and made lyke 
’hem. Forfothe the moft foveraine and finall perfeccion 
of man is in lcnowynge of a fothe, withouten any entent 
decevable, and in love of one very God, that is in- 
chaungeab'ie, that is to knowe, and love his creator. 

Nowe principally the mene to brynge in knowleging 
and lovynge his creatour, is the confideracyon of thynges 
made by the creatour, wher through by thylke thinges 
that ben made, underftandynge here to our wyttes, arne 
the unfene pryvities of God made to us fyghtfull and 
knowinge, in our contemplacion and underftondinge. 
Thefe thinges than forfothe moche bringen us to the 
ful knowleginge fothe, and to the parfyte love of the 
maker of hevenly thynges. Lo! David faith: thou 
hafte delited me in tnakinge, as who faith, to have de- 
lite in the tune how God hat lent me in confideracion of 
thy makinge. Wherof Ariftotle in the boke de Ani- 
malibus, faith to naturell philofophers : it is a grete 
likynge in love of knowinge ther cretoure : and alfo in 
knowinge ot caules in kindelye thynges, confidrid for- 
fothe the formes of kindelye thinges and the (hap, a 
gret kyndely love we fhulde have to the werkman that 
’hem made. The crafte of a werkman is fhewed in the 
werlc. Herefore trulie the philofophers with a lyvely 
find’, manic not>e thinges, righte precious, and worthy 
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tomemorye, writen, and by agretfWet and 
us leften of caufes the properties in natures of tl o 
to whiche therfore philofophers it was more joy me re 
lykincre, more herty lull: in kindely vertues and ma.t 
of ‘refon the perfeccion by bufy 1 udy to knowe 
than to have had all the trefour, al the ncheffe, al 
the vaine glory, that the paffed emperours, pnnees 
or kinaes hadden. Therfore the names of hem in the 
boke of perpetuall memorie in ve-tue and pece arne 
writen ; and in the contrane, that is to Erne, in Styxe 
the foule pitte of helle arne thilke preffed that loch 
aodenes hated. And bicaufe this boke fha.l be of: love, 
and the prime caufes of ftering in that doinge with paf- 
fions and difefes for wan tinge of defire, I wil that this 

boke be cleped the teftament of love. 

But nowe thou reder, whb is thilke that will not m 

fcorne laughe, to here a dwarfe or els hafte a man, lay 
he wil rende out the fwerde ol Hercules handes, and 
alfo he fhulde fet Hercules Gades a mile yet ferther and 
over that he had power of ftrength to pull up the ipere, 
that Alifander the noble might never wagge, and that 
paffmge al thinge to ben mayfter of Fraunce by might, 
there as the noble gracious Edwarde the thirde for al his 
arete proweffe in victories ne might al yet conquere P 
& Certes I wote well, ther (ball be made more fcorne 
and jape of me, that I lo unworthely clothed altoguner 
in the cloudie cloude of unconning, wil putten me rn 
prees to fpeak ol love, or els of the caules in that mat- 
ter, fithen al the gretteft clerkes han had ynough to don, 
and as who faith gathered up clene toforne ’hem, and 
with ther fharp fithes of conning al mowen and made 
therof grete rekes and noble, ful of al plenties to fede 
me and many an other. Envye forfothe commendeth 
noughte his refon, that he hath in hain, be it never fo 
trufty. And although thefe noble repers, as gode work- 
men and worthy ther hier, han al draw and bounde up 
in the fheves, and made many fhockes, yet have I en- 
fample to ga^er the fmale crommes, and fullin ma walet 
of tho that fallen from the bourde among the fmalle 
houndes, notwithftanding the travaile of the almoigner, 
that hath draw up in the cloth al the remiffailes, as 
trenchours, and the relefe to bere to the almefie. Yet 
alfo have I leve of the noble hulbande Boece, although 
I be a ftraunger of conninge to come after his doEtrine, 
and thefe grete workmen, and glene my handfuls of the 
fhedynge after ther handes, and yf me faile ought of 
my ful, to encrefe my porcion with that I fhal drawe by 
privyties out of fhockes ; a flye fervaunte in his owne 
helpe is often moche commended ; lcnowynge of trouthe 
in caufes of thynges, was more hardier in the firfte fe- 
chers, and fo fayth Ariftotle, and lighter in us that han 
folowed after. For ther palling ftudy han frefhed our 
wittes, and oure underftandynge han excited in confide- 
racion of trouth by fharpenes of ther refons. Utterly 
thefe thinges be no dremes ne japes, to throwe tohogges, 
it is lyfelych mete for children of trouth, and as they 
me betiden whan I pilgramed out of my kith in win- 
tere, whan the wether out of mefure was boiftous, and 
the wyld wynd Boreas, as his kind afketh, with dryinge 
coldes maked the wawes of the ocean fe fo to arife un- 
kindely over the commune bankes that it was in point 
to fpill all the erthe. 

The Prologues of the Canterbury T ales of 
CHAUCER, from the MSS. 

■yX/’ HEN that Aprilis with his fhouris fote. 

The drought of March had percid to the rote. 
And bathid every veyn in fuch licour, * ? 

Of which vertue engendrid is the flour. 

When Zephyrus eke, with his fwete breth 
Enfpirid hath, in every holt and heth 
The tender croppis •, and that the yong Sunn 
Flath in the Ramm his halve cours yrunn : 

And fmale foulis makin melodye. 

That flepin alle night with opin eve, 

(So prickith them nature in ther corao-e j 
Then longin folk to go on pilgrima®? : 

And palmers for to ftkin ftrange ftrondes. 

To fervin hallowes couth in fondry londes - 
And fpecially fro every fhir’is end * 

Of England, to Canterbury they wend, 
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